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The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The President

The White House

Washington DC 20500

Dear Mr, President;

We are deeply concerned about recent reports that Abdul Hafiz, a former Guantanamo
Bay detainee released by the Obama Administration to Afghanistan on December 19, 2009, has
already returned to terrorist activities with the Taliban. As you may know, we ardently opposed
the decision to transfer Hafiz and the other detainees to Afghanistan, Yemen, and Somalia last
December. ' '

Hafiz was held in Guantanamo for more than six years as “a suspect in the murder of an
International Red Cross worker in Afghanistan,” according to multiple Department of Defense
(DOD) documents. He was captured and transferred to Guantanamo Bay following the 2003
kidnap and murder of Ricardo Munguia, a Salvadoran aid worker with the International
Committee of the Red Cross and first aid worker murdered in Afghanistan following the arrival
of coalition forces.

Last week, Newsweek reported that Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar has
appointed “Abdul Qayum Zakir, a former Guantanamo inmate, and Akhtar Mohammad
Mansoor, a portly and personable rear-echelon leader, as his deputies... The choice of Zakir,
who was released from Guantdnamo in late 2007, and who returned to join the Taliban in the
field about one year later after being freed by Afghan authorities, is popular with Taliban
commanders.”

The Newsweek article also noted that “[Omar] also appointed another former Gitmo
detainee to head a committee in charge of handling the insurgents' hefty ransom demands for
their kidnap victims and for dealing with nongovernment-aid organizations who are
considering—or may already be running—projects in areas under Taliban influence,” This
information was confirmed by senior intelligence officials, who identified this former detainee as
possibly Hafiz, to The Long War Journal. Disturbingly, Hafiz’s new role with the Taliban may
be similar to his earlier position, which resulted in the kidnapping and murder of Mr. Munguia in
2003. :

Given the reported rise in detainee recidivism -- from 13 percent to more than 20 percent
over the last year alone -- it is troubling that this administration chose to ignore these findings
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and continues to suppress Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) reports on recidivism from the
American people. We must learn from past mistakes and prevent additional detainees from
rejoining the fight against our armed forces and aid workers in Afghanistan. As such, we urge

- the administration to release an unclassified version of the updated DIA recidivism report to the
American people. :

We strongly support your decision to cease the release of detainees to Yemen and urge
you to extend this policy to Afghanistan and other unstable countries. It is wholly inappropriate
to release terrorist detainees to the battlefield in Afghanistan while we have U.S. troops on the
ground fighting the Taliban and al Qaeda.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress Member of Congress



